
Ordination
On December 16, 2007, the Canadian Reformed

Church of Smithers rejoiced with all those who support the
work of mission in Northern British Columbia at the ordina-
tion of Rev. J. Witteveen as missionary. This is an exciting
occasion after some times of uncertainty and allows us to
see the hand of the Lord watching over his church and its
efforts to spread his Name throughout the world.

The minister of the neighbouring congregation of
Houston, Rev. H. Alkema, led the service and performed
the ordination. He used Nehemiah 8:5-12 as the text for
his sermon, which had the following theme: “God’s Word
works powerfully in the lives of the returned exiles.” He
focused on the power of God’s Word, specifically its ability
to convene, convict, and comfort. This was repeatedly
related to the task of the missionary, whose task is to
preach the Word. The power of the Word works by bring-
ing people together, making them aware of their sins and
misery, and providing them with the comfort and joy that
comes with knowledge of Christ’s sacrifice.

In the afternoon, Rev. Witteveen preached his first ser-
mon as a missionary. He chose as his text Luke 1:1-4, in
which Luke describes his purpose for writing the Gospel of
Luke. Luke set out to write an orderly account, giving both
an historical account of Jesus’ life and putting it in its his-
torical context by showing that it is a continuation of the
Old Testament, which foreshadowed it. Luke strives to
make it clear that these events all did in fact take place,
for without them our faith is futile. His aim is to strengthen
the faith of his readers through the use of historical details
and by showing that the Holy Spirit is the final witness to
these events. When we speak of these events to unbeliev-
ers, we may be confident that we have been given the
truth and it is our duty and privilege to give it to others as
well. This is the calling of a missionary and it is one that
Rev. Witteveen begins with joy.

Welcome evening
In the evening, the congregation of Smithers held a

welcome evening for the Witteveen family. This was a time
of joy and fellowship which was meant to make them feel
welcome within the congregation and to allow them and
congregation to get to know each other a little bit better.
Words of welcome were spoken on behalf of the council,
the Canadian Reformed Church of Houston, Classis
Pacific West, and the neighbouring URC congregations of
Smithers and Telkwa. Also, many letters of congratulations
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from supporting churches were presented. The men’s
Bible study societies sang a number of songs, as did the
Houston/Smithers choir. The women’s Bible study soci-
eties also spoke words of welcome, especially to Mrs.
Witteveen, and invited her to attend when it was possible
for her to do so. They also presented a gift to the
Witteveen family that first changed hands through a large
number of members of the congregation and thus served
to introduce them in a small way. Rev. Witteveen then
thanked everyone for the welcome extended to him and
his family. He did a quick survey of those present to find
out how many were of Dutch descent (most were) and
then how many were of Friesian descent (many were). He
pointed out that the Friesians were the last European
group to kill a missionary (Boniface) and that this was not
that far back in history. If he is beginning a difficult task,
the task of those who reached out to our forefathers was
probably much more difficult. We are not different from
the people we hope to reach with this mission project,

except that we have the Word of God. It is the task of the
missionary to bring this Word to others. The final words of
the evening were spoken by elder Bill DeVries, who used
Hebrews 10 to remind us about the power of prayer and
urged everyone to continue to support the work of mis-
sion through prayer. He then led in prayer. Following this,
a coffee social was held to allow everyone to meet with
the Witteveen family.

Plans
The Witteveen will be staying in Smithers for the next

few months as they continue their time of preparation for
mission work. Then they will be moving to the city of
Prince George and beginning mission work in that area.
This is an exciting time of transition for the mission work
in Northern BC and we pray that you will remember this
work, supporting it in various ways, but especially in
prayer.

Respectfully submitted,
Br. Harold Dykstra

Smithers Home Mission Board Contact:
Willy VanderGaag, President

250-847-5136
willy@bvcga.com
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Br. Henry Penninga (chairman of Smithers council)
addressing the congregation and family Witteveen at the

welcome evening
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be literate in Arabic to be 
able to perform the public 
readings of the Koran.

!e Heart of the 
Muslim World
There are an estimated 
!"# million Arabic-speak-
ing people. Arabic is the 
native tongue of more than 
one-third of the world’s 
Muslims. $ e vast major-
ity live in the twenty-two 
nations of the Arab League 
that stretch from Morocco 
and Mauritania (northwest 
Africa) to Iraq (west Asia). 
In the south it includes all 
the nations of the Arabian 
Peninsula and Sudan and 
Chad in Africa. $ is is the 
heart of the Muslim world. 
Sizeable Arabic-speak-
ing communities live with-
in non-Arabic-speaking 
nations, such as: Iran and 
Turkey (Asia), Kenya (East 
Africa), Somalia and Eritrea 
(Horn of Africa), Senegal 
(West Africa) and other 
nations. Approximately %# 
percent of Arabic-speaking 

people identify themselves 
as Muslims. Although there 
are several di& erent Arabic 
dialects, all are unifi ed by a 
standard Arabic.

!e Importance 
of Radio
Two powerful medium-
wave stations, one Saudi 
and the other Egyptian, are 
dedicated to the reciting of 
the Koran and other Islamic 
broadcasting '" hours a day, 
!() days a year. Each claims 
to have forty million regular 
listeners. Every Arab nation 
also has its own radio ser-
vice. Radio is undoubtedly 
the most accessed source 
of information and enter-
tainment to more than %) 
percent of Arab people. It 

is heard in homes, o* ces, 
shops, cars, and farms and 
even on the backs of animals 
in the desert. Some keep 
their radios on all day long!
Recently, the British 
Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) completed seven-
ty-fi ve years of service in 
the Arabic language. Very 
important to the BBC, it is 
second only to its world-
wide English programs. $ e 
BBC’s main Arabic language 
rival is Paris-based Radio 
Monte Carlo (RMC). Both 
BBC Arabic and RMC claim 
to reach more than fi fteen 
million listeners every day. 
Both carry a very appeal-
ing variety of news, infor-
mation, and entertainment 
programs. To maintain 
popularity, in recent years 
they have shifted to a more 
listener-friendly approach 
of talk-shows, interviews, 
and cultural programs. Only 
RMC allows the rental of its 
medium-wave transmitters 
for Arabic Christian broad-
casts to the Middle East and 
North Africa.

God’s Provision
RMC’s programs con-
clude with its most popu-
lar evening newscast called 
“Panorama” at +#:'# pm local 
time. A fi ve-minute musi-

Importance of the 
Arabic Language
$e Koran was written in 
an archaic, medieval Arabic 
which is not easily under-
stood by most Arabs today, 
something like Chaucer’s 
English. Islamic religious 
rituals are likewise in a very 
di* cult, traditional Arabic. 
Islam requires that non-
Arabic-speaking Muslims 
(many millions of Asians 
and Africans) recite the 
Koran and prayers in Arabic. 
$ey are not required to 
know the detailed meaning 
of the words, phrases, and 
sentences they utter. $ eir 
clergymen, however, must 

Continued on back

“!ough now you do 
not see Him, yet believ-
ing, you rejoice with joy 
inexpressible and full 
of glory, receiving the 
end of your faith—the 

salvation of your souls.”
—" Peter ":#–$

Below: Arabic broadcasting teams 
meeting in Cairo, Egypt
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programs are designed for 
the general Arab popula-
tion, including those who 
are illiterate. Others are 
aimed at university students 
and intellectual listeners. 
Written with an unspoken 
awareness of the refresh-
ing contrast of the biblical 
perspective to blind fanati-
cism, division, hatred, and 
violence overshadowing 
daily life in the Arab world, 
programs focus on Christ’s 
su! ciency as the ultimate 
alternative to man’s misery 
in sin, darkness, and death. 
Christ—the purpose and 

reassessed in order to make 
it a more e" ective means 
of transmitting the Gospel 
message to the complex 
Arab Muslim mind.
While each Arabic radio 
message has clear Gospel 
content, they di" er greatly 
in format. One of the most 
fruitful weekly broadcasts 
is aired # ursday evenings. 
It began as a children’s pro-
gram which quickly became 
very popular. Gradually it 
grew to be a favorite for the 
whole family, children and 
parents alike. Some weekly 

cal break separates it from 
the announcement of daily 
Christian broadcasts begin-
ning at $%:&% pm. # ese have 
no less than four million 
listeners. And what a di" er-
ence in tone! # e good news 
of our self-giving Almighty 
God in Jesus Christ replac-
es the news of violence and 
counter violence, of hatred 
and revenge, of fear and 
injustice, of religious fanati-
cism brainwashing suicide 
bombers to take the lives of 
others with their own. # e 
good news of everlasting 
peace immediately follows 
the bad news of relentless 
racial, tribal, and political 
rivalries and destruction.
“…I have been awaiting a 
truly mind and soul-settling 
word…Merciful Allah (God) 
gave it to you for me…” (Kh. M. 
of Sultanate Oman, re! ond-
ing to a message about King 
David’s hope in Chri" )

MERF’s Arabic broadcasting 
partnership with Words of 
Hope and Back to God Hour 
has continued to experience 
the Lord’s blessing. # e part-
nership began in late $''' 
with six weekly $(-minute 
broadcasts at various times 
(four to the Middle East 
and two to North Africa). 
By April )%%*, MERF had 
secured for the partnership 
all of the fi rst daily $(-min-
ute slots to the Middle East 
and fi ve to North Africa to 
establish regularity. # e goal 
is to attract a wider, steady 
listenership. By God’s grace, 
in )%%* resources became 
available to purchase more 
strategic, but expensive air-
time. Seven of the twelve 
slots have been doubled in 
length to &% minutes! Each 
of these Arabic broadcasts 
is regularly scrutinized and 

hope of the Old Testament 
and the substance and assur-
ance of the New Testament!

A Strategic 
Opportunity
Many listeners seem to be 
prepared for the saving mes-
sage. O" ering the listeners 
the opportunity to send SMS 
(text) messages to a mobile/
cell phone number has net-
ted more than four thousand 
new contacts in )%%*. # is 
has provided much quicker 
and more direct contact 
with listeners.
“...My wife and I are now 
addi# ed to li" ening to your 
talks and discussions…we 
have become convinced that 
Issa (Jesus) is far more than a 
good prophet. Who other than 
he raises the dead?…” (Z.H. of 
Morocco, commenting on a 
message about the raising of 
Lazarus)

We have the opportunity to 
double the remaining fi ve $(-
minute programs to make all 
daily Arabic gospel broad-
casts a full thirty minutes as 
of March &$, )%%+. As you 
pray, consider committing 
to new or additional sup-
port for this strategic work 
of missions.

“ Of this salva-
tion the prophets 

have inquired and 
searched carefully, 
who prophesied of 

the grace that would 
come to you. ” —! 

Peter !:!"

February !""#

Top: Broadcasting teams brainstorming

From MERF–Canada
#is newsletter focuses on Arabic gospel broadcasting. In 
a recent communication MERF headquarters informed us 
that the fruits of this work are encouraging and the oppor-
tunities for extending this outreach very exciting. We 
rejoice with them at the new possibilities which the Lord 
is providing. A group of southern Sudanese church leaders 
have just arrived at MERF-Lokichoggio center to begin fi ve 
months of biblical study.  Please pray for this work, also in 
light of the recent insecurities in Kenya. MERF headquar-
ters thanks you for your prayerful support.
We also thank you for your donations which have come in 
so faithfully during this past year. Please continue to sup-
port the work of MERF with your fi nancial gifts but above 
all with your prayers. May the Lord grant good health and 
safety to all those involved with MERF’s ministries. What 
a privilege to be able to work in partnership with MERF to 
bring the Good News of salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ to the Muslim world.
Yours in Christ’s service,
Rev. J. DeGelder, chairman; Mrs. J. VanDam, secretary
A reminder: Please make cheques payable to 
MERF-Canada and send them to the address below.

MERF Canada | !""# Dundas St., RR $!  |  Burlington, ON L%R &X'  |  Tel. (()#) &&"–&"*#  |  merf-canada@cogeco.ca

4


